Our story so far

Established in 2015, the South Coast
Partnership to Prevent Men's Violence
against Women brings together members
representing State and Local
Government, Health Services and
community agencies.

The partnership members collaborate,
share resources, tailor and deliver
prevention activities that create positive
change in our local community.

WHAT we Know

Violence against women is driven by gender inequality**

Bass Coast: 2415 incidents of family violence per 100,000 population***
South Gippsland: 1732 incidents of family violence per 100,000 population***
Victoria: 1385 incidents of family violence per 100,000 population™**

In Australig, since the age of 15%;

e 1in 3 women has experienced physical violence

e 1in 4 women has experienced physical or sexual violence

e 1in 5 women has experienced sexual violence

« women with disabilities are 40% more likely to be the victims of family violence than women without
disabilities

« Q0% of women with an intellectual disability have been subjected to sexual abuse, with 68% having
been sexually abused before they turn 18 years of age

e Aboriginal women are 34 times more likely to be hospitalised for family violence

Violence in intimate relationships contributes more to the disease burden for women aged 18 to 44 years
than any other risk factor like smoking, alcohol use or being overweight or obese **



https://www.vic.gov.au/sites/default/files/2019-05/Free-From-Violence-Victorias-Prevention-Strategy.pdf

HOW we will work

We will work across the life cycle and in multiple key settings (community, workplaces, schools and sporting clubs) ensuring our prevention
work is community led and informed by lived experiences. Our effort will focus on*:

THE GENDERED DRIVERS OF VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN
e Challenge the condoning of violence against women
e Promote women's independence and decision-making in public life and relationships
e Build new social norms that foster personal identities not constrained by rigid gender stereotypes
e Support men and boys in developing healthy masculinities and positive, supportive male peer relationships

THE UNDERLYING SOCIAL CONTEXT THAT GIVES RISE TO VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN
 Promote and normalise gender equality in public and private life
o Address the intersections between gender inequality and other forms of systemic and structural oppression and discrimination, and
promote broader social justice
o Build safe, fair and equitable organisations and institutions by focusing on policy and systems change
« Strengthen positive, equal and respectful relations between and among women and men, girls and boys, in public and private spheres

THE REINFORCING FACTORS OF VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN
e Challenge the normalisation of violence and aggression as an expression of masculinity
« Reduce the long-term impacts of exposure to violence and prevent further exposure
e Strengthen prosocial behaviour
e Plan for, and actively address, backlash and resistance



https://www.vic.gov.au/sites/default/files/2019-05/Free-From-Violence-Victorias-Prevention-Strategy.pdf

